MIEKE E. MEURS

August 2020
PERSONAL INFORMATION:
Department of Economics
3213 19th St., NW American University
Washington, D.C. 20010 4400 Massachusetts Ave., NW
(202) 234-4906 Washington, DC 20016

(202) 885-3776
EDUCATION:
Ph.D. University of Massachusetts, Amherst; Economics, August 1988.

Bachelor of Sciences, University of Wisconsin-Madison; Political Science, 1981.

RECENT EMPLOYMENT HISTORY :

2020-present Associate Dean of Graduate Studies, American University, Washington, DC
2017-2020  Chair, Department of Economics, American University, Washington, DC
2017 Jan-May Visiting Balkan Scholar, American University in Bulgaria

2012-2016  Associate Dean of Graduate Studies, American University, Washington, DC
2004- present Professor of Economics, American University, Washington, DC.

1996-2004  Associate Professor of Economics, American University, Washington, DC

1989-2004  Assistant Professor of Economics, American University, Washington, DC

Bulgaria (Ann Arbor Unlversnyof Mlchlgan Press 2001) Wlnner 2002 AAASS Hewett Prlze

Many Shades of Red: State Policy and Collective Agriculture (edited volume). Roman and
Littlefield, 1999.



Journal Articles:

“Women Are Herders Too: Women’s Role and Bargaining Power in Mongolian Herding
Households,” under review. With Amarjargal Amartuvshin, Otgontugs Banzragch,
Mayagmasuren Boldbaatar, and Georgia Poyatzis

“Elder Care and Paid Work: Gender Differences in the Relationship Between Unpaid Elder Care
Work and Employment in Bulgaria.” European Journal of Social Policy, forthcoming 2020, with
Lisa Giddings.

“Improving Assessments of Gender Bargaining Power: A Case Study from Bangladesh”
Feminist Economics, 2019, with Rita Ismaylov.

“Livestock Income of Mongolian Herders: A Path to Rural Prosperity?” Nomadic Peoples, 21 (1)
2017, with Amarjargal Amartuvshin and Otgontugs Banzragch.

“Local Government Performance in Rural Poland: The Roles of Local Government
Characteristics and Inherited Conditions,” Landbauforsch: Applied Agricultural and Forestry
Research 64 (3) 2014, with Renata Kochut.

“Doing It All: Women’s Employment and Reproductive Work in Tajikistan,” Journal of
Comparative Economics, November 2013, with Vanya Slavchevska.

“Use of Maternal Health Care in Tajikistan: A Bargaining Framework,” Feminist Economics,
July 2012, with Lisa Giddings.

“Governance and Behavior in Non-Profits: Analysis of Uruguayan Health Care Organizations,”
Advances in the Economic Analysis of Participatory and Labor-Managed Firms 12: 267-292,
2011, with Juan Jose Barrios.

"The Decline in Intergenerational Mobility in Post-Socialism: Evidence from the Bulgarian
Case", World Development 2009, with Thomas Hertz and Sibel Selcuk.

Declining Secondary Enrollment in Albania: What Drives Household Decisions? vol. 2003,
2009. Pittsburgh, PA: The Carl Beck Papers in Russian and East European Studies, with Tom
Hertz and Juna Miluka.

“Forward to the Past? Agricultural Restructuring in Bulgaria,” Méditerranée (special issue on
European Accession of Bulgaria and Romania), 2009, n° 110. 93-104, with Angel Bogushev.

Decentralisation and Development in Post-Socialism: Local Characteristics and Outcomes in
Post-Socialist Bulgaria,” Post-Communist Economies, 2008.



“Market Reform and Infrastructure Development in Transition Economies,” Review of
Development Economics, OnlineEarly, August 2007, with Robert M. Feinberg.

“Changing Preschool Enrollments in Post-Socialist Central Asia: Causes and Implications,”
Comparative Economic Studies, 49 (1) 2007, 81-100 with Lisa Giddings and Tilahun Temesgen.

“Declining Child Care Enrollments in Post Socialism: Causes and Implications in the Bulgarian
Case,” European Journal of Social Policy, 16 (2) 2006, with Lisa Giddings.

“Transition to market economics: Employment and informal activity in rural areas,” Forum for
Social Economics 32(1) 2002: 33-42.

“De-development in Post-Socialism: Conceptual and Measurement Issues,” Politics and Society.
31 (1), 2003, with Rasika Ranasinghe.

“Are Markets Like Mushrooms and Other Neo-Liberal Quandries,” American Economic Review
Papers and Proceedings, 2001.

“Agricultural Ecology and Changing Economic Systems: Lessons from the Bulgarian Case,”
Review of Radical Political Economics 29 (2), Spring 1997, with Monique Morrissey.

"Bulgarian Cooperatives and Economic Transformation,” Cooperatives et Developpement, 26
(1), 1994/95, with Charles Rock.

"From Hoes to Hoes: State Policy, Agricultural Mechanization, and Women's Work Under
Central Planning," Review of Radical Political Economics 26 (4), December 1994.

"Market Socialism as a Culture of Cooperation,” Politics and Society, 22 (4), December 1994.

"Downwardly Mobile: Women in the Decollectivization of East European Agriculture,” Women
in Development Working Papers, #247, Michigan State University, September 1994 (pp. 1-10).

"Privatization and Antitrust in Eastern Europe: The Importance of Entry,” The Antitrust Bulletin
33 (3), Fall 1994, with Robert Feinberg.

"Romanian Land Reform: 1991-1993," Comparative Economic Studies 36 (2), Summer 1994,
with Karen Brooks.

"Recent Evolution and Issues of Bulgarian Cooperatives,” Yearbook of Co-operative Enterprise
1993 (Oxford, Plunkett Foundation: 1993), with Charles Rock.

"Toward a Periodization of the Cuban Collectivization Process: Changing Incentives and Peasant
Response,” Cuban Studies (22) 1992, with Carmen Diana Deere and Niurka Perez (pp. 115-150).

"Markets, Markets Everywhere, Understanding the Cuban Anomoly,” World Development, 20(6)
1992, with Carmen Diana Deere.



"Popular Participation and Central Planning in Cuban Socialism: The Experience of Agriculture
in the 1980s," World Development, 20(2) 1992.

"On Entry in Socialist Economies: Evidence from Bulgaria," Soviet Studies, 43 (2) 1991, with
Derek C. Jones.

"Worker Participation and Worker Self-Management in Bulgaria,” Comparative Economic
Studies, 33(4) 1991, with Derek C. Jones.

BOOK CHAPTERS AND MONOGRAPHS:

“Market reform in transition economies,” Handbook of Feminist Economics, Routledge,
forthcoming 2020.

“Prospects for Gender-Sensitive Macroeconomic Modelling For Policy Analysis in Colombia:
Integrating the Care Economy” monograph for Care Work and the Economy Project (2019).
http://research.american.edu/careworkeconomy/wp-
content/uploads/sites/2/2020/05/ColombiaReportPDFReady.pdf

“A data triangulation approach to understanding the behavior of small landholders in Bulgaria,”
in Frederick Lee and Bruce Cronin, eds, Handbook of Research Methods and Applications in
Heterodox Economics (Edward Elgar, 2016).

“Gender and the Rural Landscape: Agency and Access to Finance/Credit and Livelihood
Resources,” Food and Agriculture Organization Background Paper for FAO study on Gender
mainstreaming into sustainable agricultural markets and resilient rural economies: Lessons from
four decades of gender research, programs and policies (2016)

Structural Change and Household Bargaining Power in Bangladesh 1999-201. Background paper
for Asia Development Outlook, 2015 with Vanya Slavchevska, Limin Wang, Rita Ismaylova, and
Trufat Woldsenbet.

Global Trends in Women's Access to "Decent Work" (vol. 43, pp. 45 pp). Geneva: Friedrich
Ebert Stiftung (2009), with Maria Floro.

“Economic Strategies of Surviving Post-Socialism: Changing Household Strategies and the
Gender Division of Labor in the Bulgarian Transition,” in Rainnie, A, Adrian Smith and A
Swain, eds., Work, Employment and Transition (Routledge, 2002).

“Rural Change in Bulgarian Transitions,” in Europe’s Green Ring, Leo Granberg, et. al. eds,
(Ashgate, 2001), pp. 107-127. With Robert Begg.

“History-Eastern Europe,” in Meg Lewis and Janice Peterson, eds., Handbook of Feminist
Economics (London: Edward Elgar, 1999).


https://www.digitalmeasures.com/login/american/faculty/app/activities/instruments/584/screens/605850/records/195959648256?_s=0
https://www.digitalmeasures.com/login/american/faculty/app/activities/instruments/584/screens/605850/records/195959603200?_s=0
https://www.digitalmeasures.com/login/american/faculty/app/activities/instruments/584/screens/605850/records/195959603200?_s=0
http://research.american.edu/careworkeconomy/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/05/ColombiaReportPDFReady.pdf
http://research.american.edu/careworkeconomy/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/05/ColombiaReportPDFReady.pdf

“Peasant Production and Agricultural Transformation in the 1990s: How Distinct are the
Hungarian and Bulgarian Cases?,” in Imre Kovach and Leo Granberg, eds., Actors in the
European Countryside (Helsinki: Finnish Academy of Sciences Press, 1998).

“Imagined and Imaging Equality: Gender and Ethnicity in the Bulgarian Transition,” in John
Pickles and Adrian Smith, eds., Theorizing Transition (London: Routledge, 1998).

“Path Dependence in Bulgarian Agriculture,” in John Pickles and Adrian Smith, eds., Theorizing
Transition (London: Routledge, 1998), with Robert Begg.

"The Evolution of Agrarian Institutions in Bulgaria: Markets, Cooperatives, and Private Farming
1991-1994," in Derek Jones and Jeffrey Miller, eds., The Bulgarian Economy: Lessons from
Reform During Early Transition (Aldershot, UK: Ashgate, 1997).

"Downwardly Mobile: Women Agricultural Workers and the Decollectivization of East
European Agriculture,” in Lynn Duggan, Lauri Nisonoff, Nalini Visvanathan and Nancy
Weigersma, eds. The Women, Gender and Development Reader (London:Zed Press, 1997)
(IREX funded).

"The Persistence of Collectivism: Household Responses to Land Restitution in Romania, 1991-
1993," forthcoming in Darrick Danta and Derek Hall, eds, Reconstructing the Balkans: A
Geography of the New South-East Europe (London:John Wiley Press, 1996).

"Against All Odds: The Struggle for Workplace Democracy in the Third World," in Jon Wisman,
ed., Worker Empowerment: The Struggle for Workplace Democracy (New York: The Bootstrap
Press, 1991).

"Agency Problems and the Field of Comparative Economic Systems: Challenges for the 1990s,"
Samuel Bowles, Herbert Gintis and Bo Gustavsson, Politics and Markets (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1991).

"Agricultural Production Cooperatives and Cuban Socialism: New Approaches to Agricultural
Development,” in Sandor Halebsky and John Kirk, Transformation and Struggle: Cuba Faces
the 1990s (New York: Praeger, 1990).

BOOK REVIEWS AND REVIEW ESSAYS:

Jessica Alina, The Post-Socialist Potemkin Village: Politics and Property Rights in the Black
Earth, in Slavic Review 68 (1) 2009.

Elinor Ostrom, Understanding Institutional Diversity, in Comparative Economic Studies, 2007.

Elizabeth C. Dunn, Privatizing Poland: Baby Food, Big Business, and the Remaking of Labor in
Eurasian Geography and Economics, 2006.


https://www.researchgate.net/publication/270154384_Privatizing_Poland_Baby_Food_Big_Business_and_the_Remaking_of_Labor_Elizabeth_C_Dunn?_sg=5oAXBkRPNd30K5ezz1kynWKBbOSr7zB17izegepoG4UpHsSNvKw1F--W0kCSaJ4sg9dNWvJ9exHAS-bIoa16wuFzE62183Myemakedmu.w-LlpOnu9g6kD1PyxTXKw-2DQYG96iwlPAV5NlQQcCqXg_a7WN1ZpT2UwOK6EUx6Kdj8DKxx18QQaFvsd6YeZg
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/270154384_Privatizing_Poland_Baby_Food_Big_Business_and_the_Remaking_of_Labor_Elizabeth_C_Dunn?_sg=5oAXBkRPNd30K5ezz1kynWKBbOSr7zB17izegepoG4UpHsSNvKw1F--W0kCSaJ4sg9dNWvJ9exHAS-bIoa16wuFzE62183Myemakedmu.w-LlpOnu9g6kD1PyxTXKw-2DQYG96iwlPAV5NlQQcCqXg_a7WN1ZpT2UwOK6EUx6Kdj8DKxx18QQaFvsd6YeZg

Zvi Lerman, Csaba Csaki and Gershon Feder, Agriculture in Transition: Land Policies and
Evolving Farm Structures in Post-Soviet Countries in Comparative Economic Studies, 47(3)
2005.

A. L. Cartwright, Return of the Peasant in Slavic Review, 2001.

Raphael Shen, The Restructuring of Romania’s Economy, in Canadian Review of Slavic Studies,
2001.

Zeljko Bogetic and Hillman and Arye, eds., Financing Government in the Transition: Bulgaria,
in Journal of Comparative Economics 24, 90-94 (1997).

Gene Wunderlich, ed., Agricultural Landownership in Transitional Economies,in Journal of
Comparative Economics.

Jorge Perez, Cuba's Second Economy: From Behind the Scenes to Center Stage in Quarterly
Journal of Economics, Fall 1996.

Barbara Einhorn, Cinderella Goes to Market; Nanette Funk and Magda Mueller, Gender Politics
and Post-Communism; Valentine Moghadam, Democratic Reform and the Position of Women in
Transitional Economies, in Feminist Economics, Spring 1995.

Bruce Roberts and Susan Feiner, eds., Radical Political Economics in Journal of Economic
Behavior and Organization, 22, 1993.

Jorge Perez-Lopez, The Economics of Cuban Sugar, in Hispanic American Historical Review,
1992.

Medea Benjamin, No Free Lunch: Food and the Revolution in Cuba Today; Charles Edquist,
Capitalism, Socialism and Technology: A Comparative Study of Cuba and Jamaica; Andrew
Zimbalist, Cuban Political Economy: Controversies in Cubanology; Andrew Zimbalist, Cuba'’s
Socialist Economy Toward the 1990s, in Review of Radical Political Economics, 20(1) 1988.

SPONSORED RESEARCH:

2020 Renewal-Open Society Foundation Grant to strengthen the Program for Gender Analysis
in Economics

2018 Open Society Foundation Grant to strengthen the Program for Gender Analysis in
Economics

2018 sub-award, Open Society Foundation Grant to study household labor and bargaining
power in Mongolian rural households

2018 Open Society Foundation Grant for feasibility study for gender sensitive macroeconomic
model for Colombia


https://www.researchgate.net/publication/5218949_Agriculture_in_Transition_Land_Policies_and_Evolving_Farm_Structures_in_Post-Soviet_Countries?_sg=5oAXBkRPNd30K5ezz1kynWKBbOSr7zB17izegepoG4UpHsSNvKw1F--W0kCSaJ4sg9dNWvJ9exHAS-bIoa16wuFzE62183Myemakedmu.w-LlpOnu9g6kD1PyxTXKw-2DQYG96iwlPAV5NlQQcCqXg_a7WN1ZpT2UwOK6EUx6Kdj8DKxx18QQaFvsd6YeZg
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/5218949_Agriculture_in_Transition_Land_Policies_and_Evolving_Farm_Structures_in_Post-Soviet_Countries?_sg=5oAXBkRPNd30K5ezz1kynWKBbOSr7zB17izegepoG4UpHsSNvKw1F--W0kCSaJ4sg9dNWvJ9exHAS-bIoa16wuFzE62183Myemakedmu.w-LlpOnu9g6kD1PyxTXKw-2DQYG96iwlPAV5NlQQcCqXg_a7WN1ZpT2UwOK6EUx6Kdj8DKxx18QQaFvsd6YeZg

2010 Fulbright Award, teaching and research, Uruguay, behavior of health care non-profits
2009 US Title V11 Grant, awarded Dec. 2008, to study behavior of Bulgarian farmers
2004 COBASE, municipal government survey in Poland

2003-5 US National Science Foundation, International Collaboration Grant, “Making
Competitive Markets,” co-PI with Robert Feinberg

2003 _ COBASE, municipal government in Kyrgyzstan

1996-00 National Science Foundation, Regional Development in Post-Socialism

1995-97 National Council for Soviet and East European Research, Evolution of Agrarian

Institutions.
1995 National Research Council, Hungary, Evolution of Agrarian Institutions.
1991-95 MacArthur Foundation , Collaborative Project on Agriculture and Environment.

1990 International Research Exchanges Board, Individual Research Exchange.
1990 American Council of Learned Societies, Language Training Grant.



