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Step 3: Recasting the Appeal to Young Americans 

One of the innovative methodological techniques we employed in this project involved testing 
eight (8) short audio clips of hypothetical candidates making appeals based on different values 
and leadership styles.

• The most successful “pitches” emphasize integrity and putting the needs of others over self-
interest, being candid and authentic even if it means making mistakes, being inclusive and 
valuing all voices, and demonstrating genuine compassion.

• More traditional appeals that focus exclusively on being decisive, firm and having political 
experience are lower rated.

• After listening to these various appeals, young Americans say the qualities they most prioritize 
are leaders who focus on people and country, are good listeners, caring and honest.
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