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Reimagining Political 
Leadership: Step 1. 

Diagnosing the Problem
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Step 1: Diagnosing the Problem
Like all Americans, young Americans identify a wide range of problems with our current 
political landscape.

• Leading the list of criticisms is that our core political dialogue is simply off base: young 
Americans’ most common criticism is that political leaders are focused on the wrong issues 
and priorities instead of things that really affect people.

• Young Americans are also disappointed with leaders’ being unethical and focused too much 
on themselves, being too concerned about winning reelection and therefore ducking hard 
decisions, not being willing to compromise, and being too negative instead of offering a 
positive vision.

• In identifying what is most absent from today’s political leadership, young Americans are 
nearly unanimous in calling for a willingness to compromise and a commitment to truly serve 
others and not oneself. 
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