
CAN I CLAIM EXEMPT ON MY FEDERAL TAX FORM? 
 

If you are a student, you are not automatically exempt.  However, you may qualify to be 
exempt from paying Federal taxes.  Please follow the chart below to determine your eligibility. 

 
Note: Do not use this chart if you are 65 or older or blind, or if you will itemize your deductions, or claim exemptions for dependents, or claim tax credits. 

 
          Start Here 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To claim exempt, you must submit a W-4 Form.  Do not complete lines 5 and 6.  Enter “Exempt” on line 7. 

 

 

 

Note:  You must submit a new W-4 Form by February 15 each year to continue your exemption. 

Information provided by the IRS.  For more information go to http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p505.pdf (Publication 505). 

EXEMPT 

  

For 2016, did you have a right 

to a refund of ALL federal 

income tax withheld because 

you had NO tax liability? 

Will your 2017 income be 

more than $1,050? 

For 2017, will someone (such 

as your parent) be able to claim 

you as a dependent? 

Social Security # 

Will your 2017 income include 

more than $350 of unearned 

income (interest, dividends, etc.)? 

You CANNOT claim 

exemption from withholding. 

Will your 2017 total income be more than the amount shown 

below for your filing status? 

 

Single ............................................................................... $10,400 

Head of household ............................................................ $13,400 

Married filing separately for 

 BOTH 2016 and 2017 ................................................. $10,400 

Other married status (include BOTH 

 spouses’ income whether filing 

 separately or jointly) ................................................... $20,800 

Qualifying widow(er) ....................................................... $16,750 

You CANNOT claim 

exemption from withholding. 

You CAN claim exemption 

from withholding. 

Will your 2017 total income be: 

$6,350 or less? 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Address 

Yes 

No 

No 

No No 

No 

} 

No 

Check Status 

 
First Name 

 
Last Name 

 
Signature 

 
Date 


