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In the last decade, new areas of cooperation have gained greater relevance in the joint agenda of 

Chile and the United States.1 Among them, educational exchanges between the two countries stand 

out.2 These exchanges have involved state entities, students, academics, private companies, and 

civil society organizations. Since the Agreement between the Government of the United States of 

America and the Government of Chile for Educational Cooperation signed in 1997, bilateral 

initiatives on issues related to education have multiplied.3 These initiatives have increased in their 

forms, goals, and target audience, as well as in the types of actors involved in their promotion. 

According to the annual census carried out by the Institute of International Education, between 

1949 and 2020 there was an upward trend in the number of Chileans studying in the United States. 

Over 70 years, the number of students increased from 148 to 2,483. In the 2000s, 1,553 students 

from Chile studied in the U.S., and between 2009-2010 this number surpassed the 2,000 mark.4 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/embajadaeeuu-chile/30785177828/in/album-72157699698461671/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/
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Figure 1. Institute of International Education. (2021). "International Student Totals by Place of Origin, 2000/01-2020/21." Open 

Doors Report on International Educational Exchange. 

Fulbright Grants 

 

In this context, one of the most traditional education cooperation programs is the Fulbright grant 

(1999- now), which has significantly diversified its action areas over time. These grants include 

different types of scholarships that offer Chilean men and women the opportunity to study at 

American universities.5 Among the scholarships, the “Igualdad de Oportunidades (BIO)” (Equal 

Opportunities) scholarship, established in 2007, stands out. This scholarship offers the opportunity 

for 100 students each year to pursue doctoral programs in more than 50 American universities 

through funding offered by the government of Chile.6 The Fulbright program also has three shorter 

exchange programs in the U.S.: the Hubert H. Humphrey Professional Development; the Study of 

the U.S. Institutes, and the Fulbright Chair.7 

 

In line with the Chilean government's interest in improving the teaching and learning of English 

in its educational system,8 in 2014 new agreements were signed with Fulbright in order to promote 

the exchange of English teachers in Latin American universities. The Study of the U.S. Institutes 

for Scholars and Secondary Educators is focused on the specialization of Chilean teachers and 

school administrators in U.S. educational institutions, while the Teaching Excellence and 

Achievement Program consists of an internship aimed at Chilean high school level teachers, who 

attend seminars at a university in the United States and work in U.S. high schools.9  

 

https://opendoorsdata.org/data/international-students/all-places-of-origin/
https://opendoorsdata.org/data/international-students/all-places-of-origin/
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Regarding the financing of U.S. counterparts, between 2000 and 2010 there was an increase in the 

money granted by the United States Department of State, Fulbright Global Scholarships, and North 

American universities to the Fulbright programs. This amount increased from $1,496,432 in 2000, 

to $4,800,608 in 2010.10 As of 2010, this trend decreased, and in 2014 was down to $2,856,661. 

In an interview, Paula Wikle, Cultural Affairs Officer of the U.S. Embassy in Chile, mentions that 

as of 2010, the Chilean government began to invest more resources in scholarships, thus becoming 

more autonomous. Indeed, between 2008-2017 the Chile National Commission for Scientific and 

Technological Research (CONICYT)'s annual budget tripled,11 which could be related to the fall 

in Fulbright values. Wikle highlights the fact that among Latin Americans, most Fulbrighters to 

the United States are Chilean.12  

 

The United States Government 

 

In addition to the Fulbright projects, the United States government has supported the provision of 

scholarships and programs focused on secondary education for Chilean students and educators. 

Despite occupying a relatively high position among Latin American countries - Chile is the 4th 

country with the most English-speaking inhabitants - from a global perspective, there is still a long 

way to go, since it also occupies 42nd place in a ranking of 100 nations, according to EF Education 

First.13 In this area, the U.S. Embassy has also promoted initiatives for the teaching of English to 

outstanding students who are in economically unfavorable contexts, such as the English Access 

Microscholarship Program. The Embassy also has the Youth Ambassadors, a program that 

prepares Chilean adolescents in the areas of personal leadership and civic responsibility in their 

communities.14 

 

The United States Embassy in Chile has also promoted the expansion of Binational 

Centers/Chilean North American Institutes and American Corners in Chile, which are present in 

different regions. The former are today in Antofagasta, La Serena, Santiago, Valparaíso, Curicó, 

Chillán, and Concepción. American Corners is established in Arica, Valdivia, Punta Arenas, 

Santiago, and Talca.15 In addition, in 2014 the Embassy supported the creation of the International 

Exchange Alumni Initiative which functions to maintain connections and disseminate new 

financing opportunities to participants and former beneficiaries of exchange programs promoted 

by the U.S. government.16 Also in 2014, the 100,000 Strong in the Americas program was 

inaugurated. Announced in 2011 by then U.S. President Barack Obama during a visit to Chile, 

"100,000" proposes the expansion of international student exchanges between Latin America, the 

Caribbean and the United States, through public-private collaboration. Thirteen universities 

located in six different regions of Chile17 have benefited so far. For all of the program contests 

won by Chileans, the Chilean universities participated in joint projects with U.S. institutions.18 
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The role of the Chilean government 

 

Regarding subsidies financed by the Chilean government, between 1980-2020 the United States 

was the preferred foreign destination for scholarship recipients from the Chilean National Agency 

for Research and Development (ANID)’s different programs, totaling 3,909 students.19 Of these, 

2,325 were beneficiaries of Becas Chile.20 Another aspect of the Chile-U.S. bilateral relationship 

in higher education is the number of agreements between universities of both nations. Currently, 

the top five Chilean universities in the QS World University Rankings21 have a total of 

approximately 186 agreements with universities in the United States.22 

 

In 2013 and 2014, the Chile National Commission for Scientific and Technological Research 

(CONICYT) carried out Brain Chile, a survey of information on doctors residing in Chile and 

other nations during this period. In 2014, of the total of Chilean doctors who lived outside the 

country, 22% had received their degree in the United States, the U.S. being the main foreign 

destination for Chilean graduates. Among the doctors residing in Chile during this same period, 

11% of graduates from foreign universities obtained their degree from U.S. institutions, an index 

only below the percentage of graduates from Spanish institutions (15%).23 

 

In 2012 and 2013, CONICYT allocated funds for the development of Chile-U.S. research projects 

with limited budgets of 50 million pesos per year and a maximum of 3 years in length. In its first 

edition, 6 projects were approved in the areas of Antiseismic Engineering, Ecology and 

Biodiversity, and Oceanography.24 In the following year, 13 projects were awarded. The National 

Sciences Foundation acted as counterpart for five of the projects, and the State of Massachusetts 

supported the rest.25 

 

The Role of the Private Sector: The Luksic Scholars Foundation and American Universities 

 

Outside of the public sector, the work of the Luksic Scholars Foundation stands out, linked to the 

business consortium of the same name. The Foundation was established in mid-2020, with the aim 

of grouping and managing the portfolio of programs and offices developed by the Luksic family 

since 2000. Between 2000 and 2020, the Foundation executed approximately 25 study programs 

(postgraduate studies, academic fellowships, and exchanges) of which 14 included universities in 

the U.S., including renowned institutions such as Harvard, Stanford, Notre Dame, Boston College, 

and Columbia.26 In addition, Chile has offices of such relevant American universities as the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT Sloan), Harvard University (Harvard DRCLAS), 

Columbia University (Global Centers - Santiago). Luksic Scholars additionally supports the office 

of Tsinghua University, China. Specifically, MIT Sloan in Santiago is the only international office 

of this institution, and it came about through the initiative of businessman Andrónico Lukšić.27 
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Chile California Council and the Chile-Mass Strategic Plan 

 

One of the main purposes of the Chile California Strategic Plan since its inception in 2008 has 

been the formation of advanced human capital.28 In order to achieve this objective, the Chile 

California Council (CCC) has built bridges between different Chilean and American stakeholders 

interested in fostering exchanges for students and researchers. These exchanges were particularly 

intense between 2012-2015, benefiting researchers and students from institutions in both countries, 

especially for the University of California-Davis (UC Davis). In 2018, UC Davis held 10 active 

cooperative agreements with different Chilean higher education institutions and received about 55 

academics and students from Chile annually. In addition, more than 60 UC Davis professors had 

academic ties in Chile through this period.29 

 

Between 2012-2013, the Council highlighted four exchange projects in its annual reports.30 The 

first consisted of a pilot sabbatical exchange program for university professors between Chile and 

California. The second was the organization of two academic workshops, one at Stanford 

University and the other at UC Berkeley focused on the participation of Chilean students studying 

in California. This was funded at the time by Becas Chile. Third, CCC promoted the Dreaming 

Chile from California contest, whose 64 participants competed by submitting innovative ideas. 

There is no evidence that these three programs later expanded beyond these activities. 

 

The fourth initiative carried out in the aforementioned years was the signing of an agreement with 

the “Practicas para Chile” (Internships for Chile) program.31 This program allowed for students 

from Stanford, UC Berkeley, UC Davis, and other universities in the United States to intern at 

Chilean public institutions, such as the Ministry of the Economy and the Ministry of Social 

Development.32 In 2013, the Chile California Plan stimulated the creation of the UC Berkeley-

Chile Seed Grant Competition, which resulted in the financing of 11 collaborative projects by 

professors from Chile and California through the UC Berkeley Center for Latin American Studies 

(UC Berkeley CLAS ) and the Chile National Commission for Scientific and Technological 

Research (CONICYT). In 2014 there was a second edition of the contest, in which 8 groups of 

researchers from institutions in both countries participated.33 The main areas covered by these 

collaborative scientific projects are geothermal energy, stem cells, wave energy, physics, public 

health, and biodiversity. 

 

In early 2014, the Chile California Council coordinated for the young Chilean winners of the 

national “Aprendo Emprendo” contest to visit Facebook, Tesla Motors, and Baywood and Padlet.34 

The same year, the CCC reported on its collaborations with delegations from the Universidad 

Católica de Chile (UC), the Universidad Técnica Federico Santa María, and the Universidad 

Adolfo Ibáñez to create training programs in Silicon Valley. In 2015 this same location was 

inaugurated as a UC engineering office.35 Also in 2015, the UC Davis Chile Life Sciences 

Innovation Center opened its International Research Center in Chile, focused on “plant breeding, 

post-harvest technology, climate change technologies, and viticulture and enology.”36 Finally, in 
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July 2014, the Chile California Council launched their “The Bridge” program which enables 

engineering students from Chilean institutions to carry out part of their studies and internships in 

Silicon Valley.37 

 

Different from the Chile California Council, Chile-Mass has focused primarily on helping Chilean 

companies reach Massachusetts, and for U.S. technology to reach Chile.38 However, when 

Fernanda Soza took over as executive director of Chile Mass in 2018, she proposed adding an 

educational guideline focused on teaching English to the agenda, which was well received.39 The 

result was a pilot launch of the Chile-Mass Teachers Program.40 After positive feedback from this 

pilot, Chile-Mass Teachers signed an agreement with Framingham State University (FSU) for the 

2021 version of the educational program.41 

 

In short, the area of education has been fertile ground in the recent history of the Chile-United 

States bilateral relationship. Along with issues related to the environment, technology, and energy, 

the education sector constitutes what is known as the “new agenda” for cooperation between the 

nations.42 The impact of U.S. commitment to education is a significant increase in programs 

sponsored by the public and private sectors of both countries. The United States is a large recipient 

of Chilean students and educators. Furthermore, as Felipe Agüero, Professor at the University of 

Chile and Doctor in Political Science (Duke University) points out, the United States has also been 

interested in sending American students and researchers to Chile. Not only does this encourage 

internationalization of the former, but it also supports the field work of the latter.43 
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